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this expectation is particularly powerful ardident in young people

1. The beginning of a new year, God's gift to humanity,
prompts me to extend to all, with great confidence and
affection, my heartfelt good wishes that this time now
before us may be marked concretely by justice and peace.

With what attitude should we look to the New Year? We find
a very beautiful image in Psalm 130. The Psalmist says that
people of faith wait for the Lord “more than those who
watch for the morning” (v. 6); they wait for him with firm
hope because they know that he will bring light, mercy,
salvation. This waiting was born of the experience of the
Chosen People, who realized that God taught them to look
at the world in its truth and not to be overwhelmed by
tribulation. | invite you to look to 2012 with this attitude of
confident trust. It is true that the year now ending has been
marked by a rising sense of frustration at the crisis looming
over society, the world of labour and the economy, a crisis
whose roots are primarily cultural and anthropological. It
seems as if a shadow has fallen over our time, preventing us
from clearly seeing the light of day.

In this shadow, however, human hearts continue to wait for
the dawn of which the Psalmist speaks. Because this
expectation is particularly powerful and evident in young
people, my thoughts turn to them and to the contribution
which they can and must make to society. | would like
therefore to devote this message for the XLV World Day of
Peace to the theme of education: “Educating Young People in
Justice and Peace”, in the conviction that the young, with
their enthusiasm and idealism, can offer new hope to the
world.
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My Message is also addressed to parents, families and all
those involved in the area of education and formation, as
well as to leaders in the various spheres of religious, social,
political, economic and cultural life and in the media.
Attentiveness to young people and their concerns, the
ability to listen to them and appreciate them, is not merely
something expedient; it represents a primary duty for
society as a whole, for the sake of building a future of justice
and peace.

It is a matter of communicating to young people an
appreciation for the positive value of life and of awakening
in them a desire to spend their lives in the service of the
Good. This is a task which engages each of us personally.

The concerns expressed in recent times by many young
people around the world demonstrate that they desire to
look to the future with solid hope. At the present time, they
are experiencing apprehension about many things: they
want to receive an education which prepares them more
fully to deal with the real world, they see how difficult it is to
form a family and to find stable employment; they wonder if
they can really contribute to political, cultural and economic
life in order to build a society with a more human and
fraternal face.

It is important that this unease and its underlying idealism
receive due attention at every level of society. The Church
looks to young people with hope and confidence; she
encourages them to seek truth, to defend the common
good, to be open to the world around them and willing to
see “new things” (/s 42:9; 48:6).
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awitness is someone who first lives the life that he proposes

Educators

2. Education is the most interesting and difficult adventure
in life. Educating - from the Latin educere - means leading
young people to move beyond themselves and introducing
them to reality, towards a fullness that leads to growth. This
process is fostered by the encounter of two freedoms, that
of adults and that of the young. It calls for responsibility on
the part of the learners, who must be open to being led to
the knowledge of reality, and on the part of educators, who
must be ready to give of themselves. For this reason, today
more than ever we need authentic witnesses, and not
simply people who parcel out rules and facts; we need
witnesses capable of seeing farther than others because
their life is so much broader. A witness is someone who first
lives the life that he proposes to others.

Where does true education in peace and justice take place?
First of all, in the family, since parents are the first educators.
The family is the primary cell of society; “it is in the family
that children learn the human and Christian values which
enable them to have a constructive and peaceful
coexistence. It is in the family that they learn solidarity
between the generations, respect for rules, forgiveness and
how to welcome others.” (1) The family is the first school in
which we are trained in justice and peace.

We are living in a world where families, and life itself, are
constantly threatened and not infrequently fragmented.
Working conditions which are often incompatible with
family responsibilities, worries about the future, the frenetic
pace of life, the need to move frequently to ensure an
adequate livelihood, to say nothing of mere survival - all
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this makes it hard to ensure that children receive one of the
most precious of treasures: the presence of their parents.
This presence makes it possible to share more deeply in the
journey of life and thus to pass on experiences and
convictions gained with the passing of the years,
experiences and convictions which can only be
communicated by spending time together. | would urge
parents not to grow disheartened! May they encourage
children by the example of their lives to put their hope
before all else in God, the one source of authentic justice
and peace.

| would also like to address a word to those in charge of
educational institutions: with a great sense of responsibility
may they ensure that the dignity of each person is always
respected and appreciated. Let them be concerned that
every young person be able to discover his or her own
vocation and helped to develop his or her God-given gifts.
May they reassure families that their children can receive an
education that does not conflict with their consciences and
their religious principles.

Every educational setting can be a place of openness to the
transcendent and to others; a place of dialogue,
cohesiveness and attentive listening, where young people
feel appreciated for their personal abilities and inner riches,
and can learn to esteem their brothers and sisters. May
young people be taught to savour the joy which comes
from the daily exercise of charity and compassion towards
others and from taking an active part in the building of a
more humane and fraternal society.
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give young people a transparent image of politics

| ask political leaders to offer concrete assistance to families
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