RELATIONAL YOUTH MINISTRY

An inborn tendency: to look in the direction others are looking… 

An evolutionary sign that cooperation is stronger than competition.

Togetherness is the basic building block of life.

Relations are foundational. 

1. We are the sum of our relations.

How does a child become a person: 

Conception and birth within a relationship

Growth and development within a set of relationships

Relationships are the breeding ground of the soul, the spirit, of humanity itself.

2. The network of relations

Being human means being part of a vast network of relations that goes beyond time and space.

No person is an island.

Various levels in which I am linked and bound to the rest of humanity:

· Body – biology, genes

· Mind – knowledge

· Heart – affections and psychology

· Soul – Spirit 

· Personal freedom – the values I accept and freely commit myself to

3. Youth Ministry

Serving young people on their life journey.

Helping them respond to their call to become human persons.

It is not making them persons… Like a parent who cannot ‘make’ a child. We are not the source of existence of another person.

· It is not giving values… We can only witness to those values

· It is not teaching… Each one has what he needs to learn already within him.

· It is not developing a person… He has the resources implanted in him.

· It is not making them conform to a pre-established model… Each person is unique and original.

· It is not giving them the faith… That is a gift to be received

It is a journey one shares as a companion and a brother, in solidarity, loyalty and total openness to share the gift of life. It is love at its best. It is walking with a person to the point where he/she discovers that within him/her is a presence of the divine.

Love is Divine

Love is ability to accompany, share, give and be with the beloved = Communion = Togetherness = Trinitarian Unity

4. The Dynamics of Relational Youth Ministry

Youth Ministry is a relation. Therefore, like all relations it is a dynamic reality that goes from the universal to the particular and from the superficial to the deeper.

4.1  Contact (Universal level)

· A concrete action

· Other needs to be touched where he is standing here and now. 

· No idealism but simple realism.

· Importance of external reality (culture, body, fashion, taste, senses)

· An initiative to be taken

· A skill to be learned

4.2 Connect (Collective or Group level)

· The exterior action needs be connected to an interior reality

· A common ground needed to meet other in his/her otherness

· An outgoingness or reaching out of one’s comfort zone

· An act of trust

4.3 Communicate (Personal level)

· Have something to say or to give 

· A risk to be taken

· Use a Language that is understood

· Understand the language being used (non verbals, sub-cultures)

· Listen

· Speak

4.4 Commune (Intimate level)

Presence more important than action

· Be there

· Waste time

· Being yourself is essential if you want to be with somebody

· Do not compromise to please

· Look below the surface. What is hidden is more important than what is apparent.

4.5 Companionship 

· Be faithful and loyal (confidentiality, trust)

· Care

· Trust

· Be consistent, persevering and patient

· Share the burden, not only the joys

· Do not be afraid to challenge and to differ

· Walk at the other’s pace but go the whole way

· Respect your own limitations

· Remain who you are (being flexible does not mean not being yourself)

5. Where should Relational Youth Ministry lead

Helping young person become more fully human and divine by developing healthy relations:

· With himself/herself

· With others (family, friends, society, church)

· With God

JESUS MEETS THE SAMARITAN WOMAN

(John 4:5-42)

(Examine this scripture passage and discover the relational dynamics between Jesus and the woman. Identify the objectives on both sides, the stages, the strategies and the key developments in the relationship and what brought them about)

5 So he came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son, Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there. Jesus consequently, being tired from his journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. 7 A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." 8 For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. 9 The Samaritan woman consequently said to him, "How is it that you, being a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?" (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water." 11 The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. From where then have you that living water? 12 Are you greater than our father, Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank of it himself, as did his children, and his cattle?" 13 Jesus answered her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never thirst again; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life." 15 The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, so that I don't get thirsty, neither come all the way here to draw." 16 Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here." 17 The woman answered, "I have no husband."

Jesus said to her, "You said well, 'I have no husband,' 18 for you have had five husbands; and he who you now have is not your husband. This you have said truly." 19 The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped in this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship." 21 Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour comes, when neither in this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, will you worship the Father. 22 You worship that which you don't know. We worship that which we know; for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour comes, and now is, when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such to be his worshippers. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth." 25 The woman said to him, "I know that Messiah comes," (he who is called The Anointed One). "When he has come, he will declare to us all things." 26 Jesus said to her, "I am he, the one who speaks to you."

 27 At this, his disciples came. They marveled that he was speaking with a woman; yet no one said, "What are you looking for?" or, "Why do you speak with her?" 28 So the woman left her water pot, and went away into the city, and said to the people, 29 "Come, see a man who told me everything that I did. Can this be the The Anointed One?" 30 They went out of the city, and were coming to him. 

31 In the meanwhile, the disciples urged him, saying, "Rabbi, eat." 32 But he said to them, "I have food to eat that you don't know about." 33 The disciples consequently said one to another, "Has anyone brought him something to eat?" 34 Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of him who sent me, and to accomplish his work. 35 Don't you say, 'There are yet four months until the harvest?' look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and look at the fields, that they are white for harvest already. 36 He who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit to eternal life; that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. 37 For in this the saying is true, 'One sows, and another reaps.' 38 I sent you to reap that for which you haven't labored. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor." 

39 From that city many of the Samaritans believed in him because of the word of the woman, who testified, "He told me everything that I did." 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they begged him to stay with them. He stayed there two days. 41 Many more believed because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, "Now we believe, not because of your speaking; for we have heard for ourselves, and know that this is indeed the The Anointed One, the Savior of the world."
