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Pentecost

Pentekoste (Għid il-Ħamsin)

10th and 11th May, 2008

Young people as the main protagonists

Pentecost is a feast of the universal Church which commemorates the Descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles, 50 days after the Resurrection of Christ. Moreover, it is based on the ancient Jewish festival called the "feast of weeks" or Pentecost (Exodus 34:22; Deuteronomy 16:10). Whitsunday originates from the white garments which were worn by those who were baptised during the vigil; Pentecost ("Pfingsten" in German) is the Greek for "the fiftieth" (day after Easter), hence the Maltese translation of ‘Għid il-Ħamsin.

The celebration of the feast of Pentecost is therefore a personal experience of the living presence of the Risen Christ in our midst, nourishing our faith and hope.  
The celebration is also aimed to reach out to people who for whatever reason have become distant from the Church for some time, but who have rediscovered Christ in their lives.

This year Pope Benedict XVI is inviting all the youths to reflect on the Holy Spirit. This also coincides with the XXIII World Youth Day taking place in Sydney, Australia in July 2008. Thus the theme chosen for this year’s Pentecost celebration - ‘‘You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses’ (Acts 1,8).

The Archdiocese’s Pastoral Secretariat is coordinating with Kummissjoni Djoċesana Żgħażagħ (KDZ), in order to have the youths as the main protagonists for this year’s Pentecost Vigil Celebration. Preparations are currently under way to see the participation of many young people, youth groups etc. 
The activities being planned include a night vigil in Marsa, a walk with the World Youth Day (WMD) Cross and icon, and a Eucharistic Celebration with the Archbishop. All activities will take place with the participation of youth, and the different activities will be targeted to a diverse audience and different groups. The main celebrations will take place at Triq Victor Vassallo in Attard.

Although the protagonists of this year’s celebration are going to be young people, as usual the event is intended to reach all the Maltese population and there will be the participation of all parishes. 
